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AHEC - U.S. hardwood lumber exports to India register
remarkable 228 percent growth in the first half of 2021
Total value of American hardwood lumber and veneer
exported to India was USD 3.685 million in the first six
months of this year
August 20, 2021 - Total exports of U.S. hardwood lumber
and veneer to India for the first half of 2021 reached USD
3.685 million, according to the American Hardwood Export
Council (AHEC), the leading international trade association
for the American hardwood industry. Statistics compiled
from the latest data released by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) revealed that U.S. hardwood
lumber exports to India reached USD 2.019 million whilst
U.S. hardwood veneer exports were valued at USD 1.666
million.
A closer look at the numbers reveal that total hardwood
lumber shipped from the United States to India increa
sed by 228 percent in value to USD 2.019 million (up from
USD 615,000) and by 218 percent in volume to 3,322 cubic meters (up from 1,044 cubic meters). The top
five American hardwood species exported were hickory (USD 715,000 and 1,172m3), ash (USD 437,000
and 642m3), white oak (USD 335,000 and 589m3), red alder (USD 252,000 and 455m3), and red oak
(USD 223,000 and 381m3).

Mr. Roderick Wiles - Director:
Africa, Middle East, South Asia and Oceania

“Significant increases were seen in both value and volume of exports across all species, which proves that
2020 was a temporary dip in an otherwise upward trend. Despite global lumber shortages, uncertainty in
freight rates and availability of containers, and generally increasing prices across all species, exports of
both U.S. hardwood lumber and veneer to India were up year-on-year, whilst exports of logs continued
their downward spiral, in line with the general shift seen in recent years by Indian buyers towards importing
value-added kiln-dried lumber instead of logs,” said Roderick Wiles, AHEC Regional Director.
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AHEC expects demand for American hardwoods in India to at least return to the record levels seenin 2019
this year. However, the market environment that developed through the pandemic and has pushed prices
ever upwards worldwide is still with us, according to AHEC. It is a unique mix of increased global international demand, record transport costs, combined with restricted global production due to harvesters and
mills running short of personnel because of Covid-19 infection and the implementation of pandemic safe
work practices.
Pointing to the sustained growth of U.S. hardwood exports to India over the past few years, Wiles said:
“American hardwoods are now widely accepted and understood across India, but there is still a lot more
to be done to help the market discover the untapped potential of U.S. hardwoods. Given the tremendous
potential present in India and despite the major challenges facing the wider use of American hardwoods,
we firmly believe that the timing is right for American hardwoods in India and that genuine opportunities
for business now exist.”
About AHEC
The American Hardwood Export Council (AHEC) is the leading international trade association for theU.S.
hardwood industry, representing the committed exporters among U.S. hardwood companies and all the
major U.S. hardwood production trade associations. AHEC runs a worldwide programme to promote
American hardwoods in over 50 export markets, concentrating on providing architects, specifiers, designers
and end-users with technical information on the range of species, products and sources of supply. In
addition, AHEC also produces a full range of technical publications.
For more information, please visit: www.americanhardwood.org
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Aryamman Interior Solutions Pvt Ltd plans to
launch the Volume 2 of the Technomatt SRT

03 - L28 Culinary Platform

The Volume 1 was essentially 18 wonderful colour in a matt finish, which was much appreciated. In
continuing with our endeavour to provide newer look to the Interiors we are looking to introduce 6 new
aesthetically pleasing Marble finishes,3 beautiful Brush Metallic finishes and 3 modern Geometrical
finishes. We are also increasing our palette range of plain solids with 7 new exciting colours.
All these finishes will be in a matt look with a soft touch and anti-finger print. Just as the Volume 1
all of these will have a high resistance to scratches and abrasions. Any surface scratches, micro scratches,
can easily be removed by merely rubbing with a melamine sponge. This is the hallmark of our product,
"SRT" standing for scratch removal technology. These finishes are anti stain as well. Stubborn oil, grease,
turmeric stains and even rubber stamp, lipstick marks can be washed off. Being anti bacterial these
finishes are suitable for contact with food apart from being non porous.
These antistatic surfaces are very easy to maintain, clean, and have a high resistance to household reagents
and acid solvents. These surfaces look very sophisticated when used as kitchen shutters, in vanities,
wardrobes, island counters. Even wall panellings in these finishes look very classy. Used in Console units,
tabletops, the list is never ending. These finishes will come in 3050mm by 1300mm for maximum utilisation
and with 100% matching edge bandings, 25mm by 1mm and 40mm by 1mm.
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Mattress Industry in India
According to Industry sources, the Indian mattress market, valued at $1.7 Bn in 2018, is poised to touch
$2.5 Bn in 2022. Globally, the market size may reach $40.4 Bn by 2027, from $30.4 Bn in 2019, growing
at a CAGR of 4.2%, according to a Fortune Business Insights report published in November 2020.
The mattress Industry in India has been growing at an exponential rate, with the demand further enhanced
by the pandemic, as people spent more time at home and started looking at aspects such as comfort and
luxury. As many mattress manufacturers have moved online and are focusing on D2C sales, it has led to an
easy buying experience, along with a growth in customer awareness.
Over the next five years, the branded mattress market is estimated to grow at a CAGR of 13% compared to
the 8.5% growth rate of the unbranded market. The share of the branded mattress market will grow from
34% in 2018 to 38% in 2022.
This growth augurs extremely well for the ancillary Industry as well, as they gear up to deliver the relevant
technology to meet increasing production and innovation demand in the Indian mattress manufacturing
Industry.

ELEKTROTEKS: Making an Impact in Indian Mattress Manufacturing Industry
Elektroteks Co. was founded in 1990 by Eng. Osman Guler in order to develop electronic and software
solutions to textile industry. By 2003 with the extensive know-how gained by being partners with different
machinery manufacturers in various sectors, Elektroteks chose mattress and quilting machinery as their
area of expertise. In 2004, the first double needle continuous quilting machine in Turkey was produced and
pioneered many innovations in the bedding industry.
With long years of know-how and the 2nd generation engineers’ involvement, Elektroteks has taken firm
steps to be the leading manufacturer for mattress and quilting production technologies by growing its
capabilities in multidisciplinary production systems.
Mr. Dhruvin Patel heads the Indian operations of the firm, and has managed to carve a unique identity
and space for the organisation in the Indian market.
Elektroteks is present in India with a wide range of machinery including single – double needle quilting
machines, hemming machines, flanging machines, tape edge machines, packaging machines, mattress
roll pack lines, hot-melt glue lines, water-based lamination lines, mattress border machines amongst
other solutions.
Their emphasis on constant R & D and a service-oriented company culture has enabled them to make
substantial headway in the local Market.
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They count some of the biggest names from the industry including Duroflex, WakeFit, Sheela Foams,
Neelkamal, Spring Well as their clients.
Mr. Osman Güler, Chairman of the Board, Elektroteks, started this company by providing solutions for
the wood and curtain sector, but after seeing the potential in the mattress sector they started to produce
machinery for the mattress sector as well. Today they are the largest mattress manufacturing machinery
company in the world and export to 130 countries with a working team of 300 people.
He is also the founding Chairman of International Mattress Industry Association. IBIA which brings the
mattress industry together, is expected to make a great contribution to the sector with its activities. The
mattress industry in Turkey accounts for exports worth 2.5 billion dollars and contributes to the employment
of 25 thousand people. IBIA currently has 61 members.
Coming to Elektroteks, recently the organisation has invested in a new production facility to increase
manufacturing capacity to keep up with the high-volume demands of its worldwide customers.
Based in an industrial zone in Bursa, Turkey; just 10 minutes from Elektroteks' main factory and head
office, the new factory has 15 000 square meter indoor facility and is expanding to 35000 square meter
indoor facility which will be of total 50000 square meter in two factories by January 2022.
The investment volume is about 16 million USD including very latest manufacturing equipment. Elektroteks
has invested in facilities for machining, welding, painting, assembly and testing departments.
Speaking about the potential of the Indian market, Mr. Patel sees a bright future and a robust demand in
the coming years. Their business has grown substantially since they started operations in 2017 and today
their machines are installed throughout the length and breadth of the country.

Elektroteks production facility in Turkey
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Hettich showcases trend-setting furniture fitting
designs with HettichXperiencedays 2021
Hettich has always been at the forefront of creating innovative and inspiring furniture concepts made
with its cutting-edge furniture fittings and door hardware technology.

It did not let the pandemic deter its plans and created an unprecedented global hybrid event that was
ground-breaking for the industry – ‘HettichXperiencedays 2021’. HettichXperiencedays was a completely
new, hybrid platform launched recently where customers could look forward to brand new solutions for
the world's megatrends - Urbanization, Individualization and New Work.
Customers could discover more in the way of design, functionality and convenience – for spaces large
and small, for flexibility in urban living, for new work and home working, for shops and hotels, and also
for the outdoor segment. The HettichXperiencedays platform offered registered users a wide range of
information, services and participation in live events. These events were attended by customers from
across the globe who were impressed with the innovations exhibited.
In India too, multiple micro events were conducted for customers wherein futuristic furniture solutions
made with cutting-edge Hettich fittings were showcased. Some of the innovative concepts showcased
included Tiny Home, Transforming Apartment, Flexible Apartment, Outdoor Kitchen, Home Office and
many more.
These concepts have been uploaded on Hettich India YouTube channel. You can click the link below to
view the same
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4SN33bry0vo&list=PLnVBitmAgAFBP_7OWqcQUu5KvHR
pciuuC
HettichXperiencedays has been truly a breakthrough initiative by Hettich to demonstrate its thought
leadership in the industry and inspire its customers.
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HOLYTEK Continues Strong to Support
“Make-In-India” Goal After Pandemic.
HOLYTEK SOLID WOOD PRODUCTION PACKAGE is an overall upgrade solution for solid wood production.
Since using HOLYTEK SOLID WOOD PRODUCTION PACKAGE, many Indian furniture exporting factories have
made a breakthrough from traditional semi-manual productivity in the past 20 years, reached to the goal
of quality improvement and more than 3-5 times of higher capacity.
HOLYTEK SOLID WOOD PRODUCITON PACKAGE includes :
1. Double Side Planer: Fast and accurate planning two sides
at feeding speed 10~15M/min. Create high quality smooth
surfaces.

Double Side Planer

Cooperate with spiral cutterhead is a large revolution not only
increase productivity also save more than 10 times of tool
regrinding and calibrating time.

2. Straight Line Rip Saw: Offers linear cutting long pieces with high accuracy. The patent Glue Line function
leaves space of glue for following lamination, is the unique design in the world. The timbers with glue line
can be proceeding lamination directly and make the best quality solid boards. If lamination without glue
line gap, the board would be separated easily from two ends for long pieces. Auto Guide Fence and Laser
Detection on Straight Line Rip Saw can greatly improve working efficiency in defect rip cutting and save
wood loss.

Straight Line Rip Saw
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3. Hydraulic Clamp Carrier: HOLYTEK’s Clamp Carriers
take the advanced hydraulic pressure system, which
is more stable among of general pneumatic machines.
The hydraulic guns also free from humidity have longer
service life. Hydraulic pressure is also adjustable for
different kinds of wood materials. Natural cold glue
and flexible design can operate all various laminations
in different dimension. It is also the best solution for
producing Indian style furniture in small to volume
quantity.

Hydraulic Clamp Carrier

4. Tenoner & Mortiser: Is the best jointing solution for solid wood and high-end furniture like beds, chairs,
chests, etc., create all types of tight jointing and save 4~5 times of labor cost.

Tenoner

Oscillation Mortiser

5. Sanding Machine: HOLYTEK offers wide ranges of sanding machine increase at least 4~5 times of
production efficiency. Planer/Sander with spiral cutterhead is planning / sanding to remove dried glue
from lamination boards and also making calibration in one process, to turn out a perfect smooth surface.
Holytek’s Sander Series are widely used in all kinds of productions as like furniture, doors and panels, etc.

HOLYTEK offers advancing eco-friendly quality machineries, the high
precision performance not only reduce wood loss also greatly upgrade
solid wood production. HOLYTEK is synonymous with modern production
technology.

Sander Machine

The agent of HOLYTEK, Prime Solwood India Pvt. Ltd. has rich experience to offer machinery installation
/ training and thorough after-sales service for Indian customers.
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Mert Makina proudly present M-2 Double Head
Quilting Machine for Mattress Industries
Mert Makina proudly present to you M-2 Double Head Quilting Machine is designed continuously and
automatically feeding system and fabric is pulled by motorized rollers. M-2 Double Head Quilting Machine
makes the quilting faster and smooth production against the competitors' machines. In addition, thanks
to the experience based years of the Mert Makina, this machine that has a strong chassis will work faultless
in many years. The most important characteristic of this machine is an asymmetrical drive system of two
sewing heads which keep limitless design with high precision and high production capacity. This last
generation quilting machine is able to producing high quality quilts, mattress panel, comforters, all types
of covers, clothes, and sleeping bags for any industry, textile, automotive, home textile, etc. It is designed
to allow to work with max thickness material and also thin materials from different layers and materials
such as sponge, foam memory foam, latex foam, silk, cotton, polyester fiber, non-woven, jacquard fabrics,
knitted fabric, stretching fabrics (up to 10 cm) thanks to adjustable pressing foot. This full automatic
machine includes all process such as; feeding, tensioning, quilting and cutting. This machine offers the
opportunity to high quality product, with highest speed production, lowest cost.

Double Head Quilting Machine
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Furniture Skills Global Conclave - Launch Event

Launch Event:
Dedicated to Future and Youth Skills, the Furniture Skills Global Conclave launch event kick-started on
3rd September 2021 with an online event that saw participation from a panel of eminent leaders from
the industry and the skilling ecosystem. The leaders shared their experience on the changing industry
landscape and career opportunities for Youth via Skilling.
About FSGC:
Furniture Skills Global Conclave is spread over one year and will be concluding with a closing Felicitation
Ceremony in August 2022. Over the next 52 weeks, FFSC will bring the views & stories of 100+ eminent
industry leaders and skill experts on the changing industry and career opportunities for Youth via Skilling.
Under the Furniture Skills Global Conclave, over 25+ events (Seminars, Webinars, Workshops, Industry
Meets, Exhibitions, Skill Competitions, etc.) will be organized by FFSC, where 100+ National & International
leaders, reputed brands will be participating. The intent is to create awareness about the occupations and
job roles in the Furniture Industry and generate 10,000+ training, apprenticeship & job opportunities for
aspirants.
Supporting Partners:
The Furniture Skills Global Conclave is being made possible with the support of the partners under various
categories like Industry Engagement, Youth Engagement, Entrepreneurship, Workshop and Internship
Partners.
• Industry Engagement Partners – NuernbergMesse (IndiaWood), WoodZon
• Youth Engagement Partners – ProBano, Business Charcha
• Entrepreneurship Partner – Institute for Industrial Development (IID)
• Workshop Partners – KIET Group of Institutes, HPWWI, Caple Industrial Solutions, MVS Global, BSDU,
Bram Woodcrafting Studio, CEPT University, Institute of Wood Science and Technology (IWST)
• Internship Partner - AICTE
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Leader's Speak:
During the Launch event, industry and skilling ecosystem leaders shared their views about critical to
pics like Growth Opportunities, Training and Apprenticeships, Role of Industry, Entrepreneurship, Internships
and Breaking the Stereotypes.
Mr. Rahul Mehta, COO of FFSC, shared with the participants the concept notes of the FFSC Regional Skill
Chapters and Furniture Skill Academy, which will be set up across the country.
• Mr. Mehta emphasized that this is the right time
for stakeholders to focus on Skilling.
• Ministry of Commerce has selected Modular
Furniture as a Champion Sector, resulting in
furniture parks and hubs.
• Ministry of Education and Skills are now under
a single leadership leading to increased scope
of vocational training in conventional education.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills

• FFSC will set a target of 100+ FFSC Regional
Skill Chapters and Furniture Skill Academies.

Mr. Anil Mathur, COO of Godrej Interio shared the changing landscape of the 'Indian Furniture Industry
and the Growing Opportunities for all Stakeholders.'
• The furniture industry will never go out of
relevance in terms of the changing lifestyle,
and the Indian economy is set to become one
of the top 3 in the world.
• People are now exposed to lifestyle and can
see what's happening across the globe and
understand what the new ways of designs are
• The entire world furniture industry would be
under 120 billion dollars, and India's share is
not more than 20 to 3o million dollars.
• This industry is growing at 10 to 15 percent
year on year and can grow with the same
CAGR in the coming years.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills
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• Industry is moving towards more of consolidation from an unorganized into an organized segment,
which we would mean that whether it is a large factory or a small MSME, everyone is going in for better
machines, better production processes better designs, which is helping them come out with products,
which are competitive today.
• India is only contributing to 1% or less than 1% of the global market. That is exactly why the Government
decided to take Furniture as a priority because there is a huge potential for the Indian furniture industry
to export.
• Today in India, the furniture expenditure is 500 rupees per person per capita, and it is three times that in
China. A small country, like Vietnam, per capita spent is five times, which means that it is about 2500
rupees equivalent. And if we take a developed country like USA, it is 100 times.
• If India is going to become one of the top economies of the world as predicted, then we can definitely
see that the consumption of Furniture is going up. If it's able to produce good quality furniture, competitive
prices, India has the potential to export in large quantities.
• This is an industry where opportunities are waiting for you with open arms and open doors. It is up to
you to learn to train yourself and come into it.
Mr. Ved Mani Tiwari, COO of NSDC, promised to work with FFSC in apprenticeship promotion and new
education policy integration with vocational education.
• Transformation of the Industry from the
Unorgranised to Organized segment provides
unique opportunities along with the challenges.
• The Government has focused on the workforce,
which is involved in traditional sectors, and
apprenticeship is one such avenue that can be
tapped.
• The new education policy focuses on the
integration of concentional education and
vocational skills training, and both the Education
and Skills Development Ministries are working
on this collaboratively.
• Standardizing Skilling in the industry is important
where FFSC contributes by developing qualification
packs for key job roles.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills
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Mr. Anil Goel, Chairman, FFSC and Managing Director of Hettich India, emphasized the need for
Skilling as per the changing trends in the vastly diverse industry.
• Industry in the transformation stage and India
can become a net exporter rather than the net
importer of Furniture in the world.
• Skilling needs special importance since a
growing industry needs a fresh pool of talent.
• Reskilling and Upskilling the existing workforce
is critical since consumer demand and furniture
making is changing as conventional Furniture
is migrating to modular Furniture.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills

• Earlier skills have become non-existent as
taking kitchen designs, for example, the
traditional kitchen design skills are irrelevant
in today's modern kitchen designs. Unless the
workforce is reskilled, they will become
unemployed over a period of time.

Mr. Buddha Chandrashekhar, CCO, AICTE, shared the initiative taken by AICTE for internships and
the innovative portal which was launched recently.
• There needs to be a connection between the
institutes and industry to impart the required
skills.
• Emerging sectors have been identified for the
'Make In India' initiative, and the Government
is providing support to improve the infrastructure.
• AICTE has launched its internship portal, where
more than 76 lakhs of students have registered,
and the industries across the sectors have posted
12 lakhs internship opportunities.
• Portal has advanced features of marching and
is avalaible in regional languages for easy
access to the students in the rural areas.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills
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Mr. Kamal Bhola, Director, Institute for Industrial Development (IID), shared details of the
Entrepreneurship Development Program (EDP) and the support IID will provide to young entrepreneurs in
partnership with FFSC.
• Institute for Industrial Development (IID) is an
incubator under MSME which has been formed
to promote entrepreneurship opportunities
across various sectors.
• Over the past three years, more than 150 thousand
candidates have been part of the Entrepreneurship
Development Program (EDP), and more than 1000
success stories of first-generation entrepreneurs
have been created.
• IID follows the motto of Motivation, Ideation and
Implementation to promote alternate income
generation opportunities through business
documentaries in the 'Entrepreneur TV' channel.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills

• IID is working with FFSC to create a business model documentary dedicated to the 'Modular Furniture
Industry' to promote entrepreneurship opportunities.
Dr. Nirmaljeet Singh Kalsi, Chairperson, NCVET, mentioned the impressive growth of the furniture
industry and bringing aspirational value for students to pursue vocational education and attain the right skills.
• Dr. Kalsi congratulated FFSC on the Furniture Skills
Global Conclave and for the steps taken to promote
the initiative and awareness.
• The furniture industry is growing and tranforming,
requiring a huge amount of skilled workforce to
match and support the growth rate.
• All the other speakers have indicated that the time
is right to tap the demographic dividend of the
country and train people into a skilled workforce.
Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills

• Vocational education and training are to be made
aspirational for the youth to achieve the mission of
making India the Skill Capital of the world.
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During the closing remarks, Mr. Narsi Kularia, Managing Director, Narsi Group, shared his personal
experience of growing from the grassroots level to leading a conglomerate through the skill sets with the
closing remarks.
• Import of Furniture is up to the tune of 40% from
China are due to the dominance of the trading
segment and now local manufacturing needs to be
promoted.
• Clients from Banking and IT sector are now using
local manufacturers to execute their infrastructure
projects and it has taken efforts in terms of training
and reskilling the workforce.

Dedicated to Future & Youth Skills

• The large manufacturing companies are setting up
training facilities to reskill the candidates and deliver
the international level product quality expected by
the customers.

• The industry will need to stand together to support the skilling ecosystem, which will benefit the industry's
growth and transformation.
Event Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U7mxBM3xB4k
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